Welcome Speech October 6, 2023 50t Anniversary

| have been waiting 40 years to be here today to celebrate the 50™" anniversary
of the sister city relationship between Torrance and Kashiwa.

In fact, Torrance Mayor Ken Miller visited Kashiwa for the first time

during the first week of October in 1973.
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He and Mayor Yamazawa signed documents here in Kashiwa.

In February we celebrated that signing of the proclamation nearly on the

50-year anniversary February 20, 1973.

| can speak for the rest of the Torrance Sister City Association delegation

that we are excited to be here to celebrate this milestone in Kashiwa this weekend.
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Over these past 50 years, this relationship is not only between two cities.
Lasting relationships between individuals that began as friends and

grew to be as close as family.

An example of this developing relationship stands next to me today.

| met Masako and Tami Ooka in 1985 at a dinner they cooked for us

in a home of TSCA friends in Torrance.

| treasure these close relationships and thank Mikko Haggott Henson for
believing in me and selecting me as the 1984 chaperone.
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This sister city relationship is strengthened by hundreds of diligent volunteers, in both cities,
that give their time and talents to continue the wonderful programs that first began

in the 1970’s.

Fifty years of developing these programs is the backbone of our relationship.

We cannot do this without the constant support and financial support of the City of Torrance
and the City of Kashiwa.

| thank you for your continued involvement in building this relationship and keeping it
strong.

The founders of the sister city program in 1973 would be proud to see their dream come
true.
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Thank you, Mayor Ota for this lovely Welcome Banquet.
This delegation from Torrance looks forward to all the exciting events that have been
planned and implemented by your staff and the volunteers in KIRA.
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