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Good evening, everyone.

| am Kazumi Ota, Mayor of Kashiwa City.
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Mayor George Chen and members of the goodwill delegation, On
behalf of our citiziens, | would like to, once again, welcome you to
Kashiwa City.
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| am very happy to be able to celebrate the 50th anniversary of our
sister city relationship with Torrance today with the many people who
have supported the exchange between our two cities. | would also
like to express my deep gratitude to the City of Torrance, Torrance
Sister City Association, Kashiwa International Relations Association,
and the citizens of both cities, with whom we have continued to have

exchanges over half a century.
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Torrance and Kashiwa became sister cities in 1973. Since then, they
have deepened their friendship through student exchange programs,
cultural exchanges, and mutual visits by delegations. | believe that
many of the people gathered today are former exchange students,
group leaders, and people who have been and are currently involved

iNn the international exchange activities between our two cities.
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This kind of sister city exchange is an essential initiative our society’s
future as it deepens multicultural understanding and fosters mutual
respect and acceptance of others. Amid turbulent international
relations, | am confident that grassroots international exchange
activities between our cities will lead to mutual understanding
between our two countries, which in turn will lead to world peace and

happiness.
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| would like to express my sincere hope that through today’s welcome
party, old friendships with long-lost friends will be deepened, new
friendships will be made, and the friendly relationship between

Torrance and Kashiwa cities will become stronger.



